
 

 

17 June 2018 
1 Samuel 15:23 – 16:13 
 
23 For rebellion is like the sin of divination, and arrogance like the evil of idolatry. Because you have rejected the word 
of the LORD, he has rejected you as king.” 
24 Then Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned. I violated the LORD’s command and your instructions. I was afraid of the 
men and so I gave in to them. 25 Now I beg you, forgive my sin and come back with me, so that I may worship the LORD.” 
26 But Samuel said to him, “I will not go back with you. You have rejected the word of the LORD, and the LORD has 
rejected you as king over Israel!” 
27 As Samuel turned to leave, Saul caught hold of the hem of his robe, and it tore. 28 Samuel said to him, “The LORD has 
torn the kingdom of Israel from you today and has given it to one of your neighbours—to one better than you. 29 He 
who is the Glory of Israel does not lie or change his mind; for he is not a human being, that he should change his mind.” 
30 Saul replied, “I have sinned. But please honour me before the elders of my people and before Israel; come back with 
me, so that I may worship the LORD your God.” 31 So Samuel went back with Saul, and Saul worshiped the LORD. 
32 Then Samuel said, “Bring me Agag king of the Amalekites.” Agag came to him in chains. And he thought, “Surely the 
bitterness of death is past.” 
33 But Samuel said, “As your sword has made women childless, so will your mother be childless among women.” And 
Samuel put Agag to death before the LORD at Gilgal. 
34 Then Samuel left for Ramah, but Saul went up to his home in Gibeah of Saul. 35 Until the day Samuel died, he did not 
go to see Saul again, though Samuel mourned for him. And the LORD regretted that he had made Saul king over Israel. 

16 The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your 
horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to be king.” 
2 But Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.” The LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, 
‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what to do. You are to anoint for 
me the one I indicate.” 
4 Samuel did what the LORD said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the town trembled when they met him. 
They asked, “Do you come in peace?” 
5 Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Consecrate yourselves and come to the sacrifice 
with me.” Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 
6 When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed stands here before the LORD.” 
7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does 
not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” 
8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “The LORD has not chosen this one 
either.” 9 Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, “Nor has the LORD chosen this one.” 10 Jesse had seven of 
his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The LORD has not chosen these.” 11 So he asked Jesse, “Are these 
all the sons you have?” “There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.” Samuel said, “Send 
for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.” 
12 So he sent for him and had him brought in. He was glowing with health and had a fine appearance and 
handsome features. Then the LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.” 
13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of 
the LORD came powerfully upon David. Samuel then went to Ramah. 

Mark 4:26-34 
26 He also said, “This is what the kingdom of God is like. A man scatters seed on the ground.27 Night and day, whether 
he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and grows, though he does not know how. 28 All by itself the soil produces 
grain—first the stalk, then the head, then the full kernel in the head. 29 As soon as the grain is ripe, he puts the sickle 
to it, because the harvest has come.” 
30 Again he said, “What shall we say the kingdom of God is like, or what parable shall we use to describe it? 31 It is like 
a mustard seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on earth.32 Yet when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all 
garden plants, with such big branches that the birds can perch in its shade.” 
33 With many similar parables Jesus spoke the word to them, as much as they could understand. 34 He did not say 
anything to them without using a parable. But when he was alone with his own disciples, he explained everything. 



 

 

10 June 2018 
 
Matthew 9:9-13 - The Calling of Matthew 
 
9 As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s 
booth. “Follow me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him. 

10 While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and sinners came 
and ate with him and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, 
“Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 

12 On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 13 But go 
and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call the 
righteous, but sinners.” 

 

Romans 4:13-17 – Righteousness through faith 

 
13 It was not through the law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that he 
would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. 14 For if those 
who depend on the law are heirs, faith means nothing and the promise is 
worthless,15 because the law brings wrath. And where there is no law there is no 
transgression. 
16 Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed 
to all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of the law but also to those who have 
the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. 17 As it is written: “I have made you a father 
of many nations.” He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed—the God who 
gives life to the dead and calls into being things that were not. 

  



 

 

 

4 June 2018 

 

Psalm 119: 57-64 – God’s law makes life joyous and secure 

57 You are my portion, LORD; 
    I have promised to obey your words. 
58 I have sought your face with all my heart; 
    be gracious to me according to your promise. 
59 I have considered my ways 
    and have turned my steps to your statutes. 
60 I will hasten and not delay 
    to obey your commands. 
61 Though the wicked bind me with ropes, 
    I will not forget your law. 
62 At midnight I rise to give you thanks 
    for your righteous laws. 
63 I am a friend to all who fear you, 
    to all who follow your precepts. 
64 The earth is filled with your love, LORD; 
    teach me your decrees. 

 

Matthew 7: 13-14 - The narrow and wide gate 
13 Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to 
destruction, and many enter through it. 14 But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads 
to life, and only a few find it. 
  



 

 

 

27 May 2018 

 

Proverbs 8: 22-31 – In the beginning 

22 “The LORD brought me forth as the first of his works, 
    before his deeds of old; 
23 I was formed long ages ago, 
    at the very beginning, when the world came to be. 
24 When there were no watery depths, I was given birth, 
    when there were no springs overflowing with water; 
25 before the mountains were settled in place, 
    before the hills, I was given birth, 
26 before he made the world or its fields 
    or any of the dust of the earth. 
27 I was there when he set the heavens in place, 
    when he marked out the horizon on the face of the deep, 
28 when he established the clouds above 
    and fixed securely the fountains of the deep, 
29 when he gave the sea its boundary 
    so the waters would not overstep his command, 
and when he marked out the foundations of the earth. 
30     Then I was constantly at his side. 
I was filled with delight day after day, 
    rejoicing always in his presence, 
31 rejoicing in his whole world 
    and delighting in mankind. 

 

John 16:12-15 – Jesus points the way 

12 “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13 But when he, the Spirit of 
truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only 
what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 14 He will glorify me because it is from me 
that he will receive what he will make known to you. 15 All that belongs to the Father is mine. That 
is why I said the Spirit will receive from me what he will make known to you.” 

 

Romans 5:1-5 – Paul teaches about faith 

5 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now 
stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only so, but we also glory in our 
sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance;4 perseverance, character; and 
character, hope. 5 And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into 
our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 

 


